CHOICE 
OF FRIENDS 

Naroyana, the author of these parables^ insists that we exercise 
caution when choosing our companions. His charming animal 
characters - sometimes silly, sometimes wise - remind us of ourselves. 
We learn to avoid the pitfalls of life, along with his animal characters, 
thus attaining wisdom in a rather enjoyable way! Most importantly, we 
realise the worth of an honest friend. 
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A LITTLE LATER,THE KIN(b OF THE 
PI6EONS AND H15 FLOCK HAPPENEP 
TO FLH PAST. 



LOOKlDO VCXi 
SEE THOSE 



HE IS 
VVJSE. 


no! I SUSPECT 
P TRAP. MOW PIP 
THOSE 6RAIN6 
COME HERE ? > 


• m 








ANP he TOLP them the STORW of the TtOER AND 

THE TRAVELLER. * AT THE ENP OF THE STOR^ THE 

majority of the PtOEONS AOREEP IVITH HIM, 
Vl/HEH- 

O BROTHERS, 

MUST WE 6il>E UP 
A FEAST FOR 
VAOUE FEARS? 
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ANP BEFORE THE KtN6f COULP STOP THEM, 
THE^ FLEM TO THE SPOT. 


I CANNOT PE5ERT MV 
SUBJECTS. I WILL 6>0 
ALON6 WITH THEM. 




THEW ruRNEP UPON THE Pt^ON WHO HAP 
SUeSESTEP THAT THEV THRC?W CAUTION 
TO THE M//NP3. f -- 


VOUR 6REEP MAS 
LEO US INTO THIS 


KINe MAS RI6HT. 
IF ONLY WE HAP 

I 
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me PONPER.tP FOR ^ 
WHILE . THEN- 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



(bET REAPH ! WHEN I 6IVE 
THE 6<6>NAL,ALL OF VOO 
TAKE OFF AT THE 
< 6AA^E TIME. 


^7 T/y>»T MOMENT THE FO^LER^PELl6>HTEP 
WITH H/S CATCH, CAME OUT OF HiPIN(b • 



r 


THE FOWLER RAN FOR WARP 
WAWNG HIS ARMS. 





I TOO, 
WONDER 


HOW 5HALL WE GET 
RIP OF THI5 
WRETCHEP NET, 

O KlNe> ? 
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A FRIENP OF MINE ,THE 
KIN6 OF THE MICE,LIVES IN 

THE FOREST NEAR BV. WE 
WILL eo TO HIM. he WILL 
CUT OUR BONPS. 





POWN IN HtS RETREAT WHEN THE MOUSE HEARP 
THE COMMOTION CAUSEP BN THE PESCENOINO 
PIGEONSfHE WAS ALARMEP. 

5TRANSE SOUNDS \ FT MAV 
BE SOME UNKNOWN PAN6ER 
ASAIN5T WHICH I MIGHT BE 
HELPLESS. 1*0 BE SAFER 
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THAT MAV BE TRUE. BUT 
PEATH WHICH COMES TO ALL 
COMES NOBLV WHEN WE 6IVE 
OUR LIFE, OUR ALL, TO SAVE 
ANOTHER^ LIFE. VOU WILL 
. FREE THEM FIRST. 


such NO&ILITV 
15 RARE. 





THE MOUSE BESAN FREEINS 
THE PtBEONS^ 
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THE moose PIP HOLP OUT, 
HIS FRIENP*5 NOaiUT^ SAVE 
Hi m THE STREN &TH. 

SOON AS VOU 
VOU MUST LET 
VOU AND VOUR 
FOLLOWERS TO 
A 

A TRUE FRIEND 
INPEED.I WILL MAKE 
him MV FRI^P 
TOO. 



TyV£/V, THANKIN6 THE MOUSE, THE PI6EON ANP 
HIS FOLLOWERS FLEW AWAV. 



AS THE MOOSE WAS ABOUT TO SO 
BACK TO HtS RETREAT, THE CROW 
FLEW POWN TO HIM. 



the mouse was AMUSEP- 



ANP THE MOUSE TOLP HIM THE 
S TOR^ OE THE PEER , THE 
UACKAL ANP THE CROW^ 


BUT AT THE ENP OE ‘T~ 



HOU NEED HAVE NO 
FEAR OF THAT - VOU ARE 
TOO TINV TO BE EVEN A 
FULL breakfast FOR ME. 
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ptjT VCXJ ARE ^ 
fl»&mtv.hoiv can 

I PtPEND ON VOL/ ? 


DLAR W005E,I VALUE 
VOUR FRIENP6H/P- IF VOU 
RFFUSE IT, I WILL FAST 
UNTO DEATH AT VOUR 

poor! 



AWD rf/A7 DAV T//£ TWO THE BEtT OF F/^IENPS, GIUtNG EACH OTHER. 

THEIH CHOICE FICKIHGG OF FOOt? AND AN!MAI GOBblP‘ 
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THEN ONE PAV- 


O FRIENP AROUSE ,FOOD 
FOR A1E 15 GETTING SCARCE 
IN THIS FOREST. MUCH AS 
I HATE TO LEAVE VOU, 

I WOULP LIKE TO A^OVE 
AWAV. 


WHERE TO? 



TO THE FOREST WHERE 
MV OLP FRIENP TORTOISE 
LIVES. HE WILL GIVE AIE 
FISH ANP OTHER FOOP* 


V7 


f 


I 







r/y£ MOUSE HAP COME TO LOPE THE CROtU SO DEARER THAT 


IF you INSIST ON C30«NG,I TOO 
WILL GO WITH VOU.I CAN'T 
IMAGINE LIFE WITHCXIT VOU . 
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IVtLCOME TO OUfi FOREST, 
O MOUSE.THERE IS ENOUSH 
FOOO HERE FOR ALL OF US, 

ANP MORE. 



AA<0 so IH£ JHRte FRitMOS UUFO HAPPIL'^ 

^^^fher.one pav.as the tortoise H/AS asout 

TO ISO FOR A SWfAH IN THE TANK,A PFtR CAML 

PANTING UP TO them. 

kVMAT’5 THE 

matter "P 



COME FRIENO,REFRESH 
VOURSELF WITH SOME 
6RA55 AND WATER. MV 
FRIFND5 WILL LOOK 
AFTER VOU. I AM 60»N6 
FOR A SWIM AND SHALL 
JOIN VOU LATER- 
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THE HUNTER PICKEO UP THE TORTOISE ANO 
FUiEO HIM ON HIS BOW. 



don't despair ! 

QUICK . WE STILL HAVE 
A CHANCE TO 



DEER , 60 AND LIE ACROSS 
THE HUNTER'fe RATH, AS IF 
DEAD. QUICK ! 
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THE PEER ANP THE CRO^ TOOK THEIR POSITIONEf ■ AS EKPECTEP 
THE HUNTER 500N CAME 3W. 



m- . 

L 


f---- 

HE PUT THE TORTOISE POWN 
ANP DREW HIS KNIFE. 
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f 


BUT HIHEN HE OOT BACK TO THE SPOT 
WHERE HE HAP LEFT THE TORTOISE - 




PON’T SIN&LE ME OUT- E>ACH OF 
VOUR FRIENPS RI6KEP HIS LIFE 
TO SAVE VOURS-LIKE MV FRIEND, 
THE KINS OF THE PIGEONS. k 


THAT WAS A NEAT 
PLAN, FRIEND MOUSE. 
VOU SAVED MV 

. LIFE. 
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W£TK{RANP 
m TftMHUR 



ONE A TtC>ER,TOO OLP TO HUNT, H/AS 
WALKING A MARSHY POOL kt/HEN HE 
SAH/ A (30LP 3AN<9LE. 




JU3T THEN A TRAl/ELLER 
BN THE OPPOSITE BANK. 
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HM-M-M. I*P LOVE TO HAVE THE 
BAN&LE. BLIT HOIV CAN I TRLIST 
A FILRCt BEAST LIKE '/OO p 


*/cxj hAve everv reason to 

eUSPEJOr M£.l HAVE BEEN WICKEP 
IN A1V TIME . BLIT NOW ? ON THE 
ACVICE OF A SANVASI I AM 
CHANOEJ?. SO EOME ACROSS 
ANO TAKE THIS . 



IF I COME CLOSE,VOO 
MAV FORSET THE 
SANVASl'S ACVICE WHEN 
¥0U SMELL ME. 



I WON’T. BESIDES I'M OLD. 
MV CLAWS ARE BLUNT. 
SO DO NOT FEAR. COME , 
WADE ACROSS THE POOL 
w AND TAKE THIS- 
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/WP POUNCEP ON HIM 


/VLA&! IVHAT A FCX>L 
IVE PEEN. I LET 
AREED OVERCO/PE. 


REASON 


MV 


rw£ 
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WHAT A 

PELICICXJ5 MEAL 
HE WOOLP MAKE 

MM-M-Mf 


QVE- PAW A UACKAL SAW THE DEEJE, 


Ot 



HE WEATT UP 70 THE PEEM- 


GOOD OAV, 
MV FRIEND. 
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I am a ldneln jackal . 

\ HAVE. NO FRIENDS. BOT 
NOVU THAI I HAVE MET 
SOa.I HAVE ONE. WILL 
VOU BE MV FRIEND? 





WHO’S THIS? 


MV FRIEND, JACKAL 
he 15 LONtLV AND 
SEEKS OUR FRiLNO- 
< SHIR 


miFN THL crow 5AM/ Thff TWO TOC>t TT/ER 
ME WA3 5URPR/5EP. 



DON’T VOO KNOW 
THAT VOCI MOST 
T HINK TWICE BEFORE 
MAKING UTTER 
STRANGERS VOJR 
FRIENDS? 


NO! 

BUT KHV? 
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THE CROW TOLP HtM THE 
OF THE VULTURE , THE CAT ANP 
THE &IRPS- *AT THE ENP OF IT- 




bUT THE JACKAL WA5 NOT TO BE TALKEP 
OUT OF HI5 PINNER SUCH APVICE. 

SIR CROW,VOa SEEM TO 
FORGET THAT ON THE FIRST 
DAV HE MET VOU, VOU TOO 
WERE A STRANGER TO HIM- 
AND VET VOUR FRIENDSHIP 
ONLV GROWS STRONGER 
EACH DAV. 



HE IS MV FRIEND. 
WHV DON'T VOU 
ALSO BE MV FRIEND? 



COME,FRIEND CROW, 
LET US ALL LIVE 
TOGETHER IN AMITY 
AND JOV. ^ 


ALL RIGHT, 
DO AS YOU 
WISH. 


THE PEER PIP NOT LIKE 


o 


o 



iO THEW BEGAN LIVING 
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ONE AS THE JACKAL HAD HOPED, 

THE OWNER OF THE FIELD SAW THE 
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he SET a snare to CATCH 
THE DEER. __ 

OH » OH » HELP ! I'M TRAPPED. 
THIS IS THE END OF ME IF MV 
I FPIEND5 PON’T COME AND 


RESCUE 


ME 





the jackal 


WATCHINS, CHUCKLED TO HIMSELF. 

\< i HO} HOj MV PATIENCE 

HAS BORNE FRUIT. WHEN 
THE FARMER CUTS HIM UP 
HIS BONES AND SRISTLE 

AND Blood will give me 
SOME delicious DINNERS* 

a' X ^ 

'f' 



the peer CAOSHT SISHT of HIM AND 
HEAVED A SIGH OF RELIEF. 


QUICK ! PEAR FRIEND, 
VOU ARE JUST IN TIME. 
SNAW AT THIS NET AND 


LKxKt. 



TO HIS PISAMV THE JACKAL REFUSED 


I'M 50RRV,MV FRIEND.THIS NET \ 
IS MADE OF SINEWS.SINCE I AM 1 
fasting TODAV, I CANNOT BITE 
THEM. IT WOULD BE A SIN. i 

I'LL COME AND FREE VOU J 

k TOMORROW,TO BE SURE. y 


ANP HE WENT AWAV 
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>VN£/V THE CROW RETURNED HOME 
THAT EVENING AND DIP NCfT SEE 
hUS FRIEND, ME WAG WORRIED- 


WHERE COULD ME BE ? 

I HOPE HE »6 NOT IN DANSEP. 
I STILL don’t trust that 
JACKAL. 






the jackal 

••• I SHOULD 
HAVE TAKEN 
VOUR ADVICE, 


l>C: 


AFTER SLARCHING EVERYWHERE FOR HIS 
FRIEND , HE CAME UPON THE FIELD. 


ALAS! MV POOR 

dear fpienp-hoh^ 

DID THIS HAPPEN? 




NEVER MIND. 
WHERE 15 
THAT RA5CALP 




he is waitins 

SOMEWHERE NEAR 
BV. WAITIN6 TO 
taste MV FLESH. 
FLV AWAV LEST VOU 
TOO FALL INTO 

danser. 


/-. V \l ''' 
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NO! DEAR FRIEND, I SHALL 
wait WITH VOU TILL THE 
END. PERHAPS I MISHT 
STILL SAVE VOU. 


SUDDENLY AN IDEA STRUCK HIM- 

I HAVE IT! LIE ON VOUR BACK, 
PUFF VOUR STOMACH OUT, 
STIFFEN VOUR LESS AND BE VERV 
still . I WILL PECK AT VOUR EVES- 
then WHEN I CROAK,SPRING) TO 
VOUR FEET AND RUN FOR 
VOUR LIFE. 




rN 


% 


U .N 




THE CROW RACKED HIS 3RAINS BUT 
COULD FIND NO WAY CXJT. AT LAST 
PAY B ROKE. 

alas! there comes the 

FARMER WITH HIS CLUB. IF 
ONLV I COULD THINK OF 
SOME MEANS TO SAVE MV 
FRIEND 


vj'- 




V 
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THE PEER SPRANG UP ANP MADE OFF, 






Ar. 


ANNOHED AT HAWN6 BEEN 
TRtCKEP.HE FLUN(b Hie> 
CLUB. 



U HIT THE jackal ANP KILLED HIM ON 


THE E>POT. 
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mcwttriMir, 

MtomeMos 


ONE PAW A BLINP OLD [/ULTURE 
LIVE IN THE HOLLOW OF A 
BIRDS ROOSTED AT NieHT. 




( 


f y 






y 


’h£^ 


1 






✓ — . 






r// 


^ t. 


ro' 




/<i rC ■ 




CAME TO 
y INHERE 


W 





i. 


ir 








^ \ 


li 


A 



hurried conference 

POOR 

hardlv ^^ove around.let 

GIVE HIM A SHARE OF 

Our food or else he will 

' 500M DIE OF STARVATION. 




THE OLD VULTURE WAS 
TOUCHED BW THEIR KINDNESS • 


I SHALL A^AKE IT MV 
PCITV TO PROTECT THEIR 
VOtJNO WHEN THEV ARE 
AWAV gathering FOOD. 


O 

0 
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ONE A (AT HAPPENED TO PAETb av» 
\NHF.N THE WLPl. /UM^V-///^ OfP NOT 

S££ THE IHJL TUNE tVHO HA3 NAf^PlNO . 
PERCHED CW A HIGH BRANCJi. 




«\a 


AHA ! NE5TS AND 
NtSTSf or LITTLE FLEDG¬ 
LINGS . FODD E MOUGH 
FOR DAVG AMD PAVG- 


. ^ 




VS 








IWttN THE LITTLE BIRDg 
SAW THE CAT APPROACH 
THLW GET UP GOCH A ’ 

TINITTER THAT 
THE VULTURE 
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JUST THEN HE NOTICED SOMETHING 


OHO I THE FELLOW’S 
BLIND*, AND HIS TALONS 
BLUNT WITH AGE. WHAT 
A RELIEF. 


WHO GOES 
THERE,SPEAK 
CJPI 


• « 


o 3 




AM A CAT 




OFF I 

I’ll' 

SLAV VOU 




I AM prepared to 

IF I DE6ERV/E IT. 
but MAV I FIRST 
explain WHV I AM 

here. 


VES> VOCJ MAH. 




I LIVE ON THE BANKS OF 
THE GAN6A.THE BIRDS 
THERE CONSTANTLV SPEAK 
OF VOUR WISDOM AND SOUR 
learning. I HAVE COME TO 
crnjDW I AW FROM VCXI. 


VES. BUT CATS LIKE 
MEAT AND THERE ARE 
VOUNG BIRDS HERE. 

I WILL HAVE TO 
SLAV VOU. 




k« * 


I 






I 


/ 
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O VVIbE BIRP,WCXJLD 
WOO KILL A STRANGER 
WHO EOME6 TO SOL/ AS 
A PISCIPLE ? BE5IPES, 

I KNOkV THE SCRIPT6JRE6 
AND iVE OWERCOA^E , 
^ PASSION. y 


HE SEE/VIS 
TO BE 

TRUST KORTHV. 


k 




ALL RIGHT. SOU 
MAS LIVE IN THE 
HOLLOW WITH ME. 


r 


•>•7 




I 


u- 






PAV AFTER PAY, TTWE LAT STOLf 
eOME FLEPeUNEfb ANP 






> 


>( i 




I 


A 


v\, 


r/ 


C»* 




fof 


tip 




...PEVOUREP THEM IN THE 
HOL LOiN . 


?r 






4 . 


[ 


/- 


su I 


L. — » > fL 
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EACH EVENING WHEN THE BIRPS RETURNED 

HOME^THEW FOUND BOME FLEPOUN0b 
MIBBING . 


WE MUST 
INVESTIGATE 
THE MATTER. 


IT’S TIME TO 
MOVE TO FRESH 
HUNTING GROUNDS. 




ir/^: 








f 


TJ 


> 


! 


i ■ V 


p ^ ^ 
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HE Slunk awa^ as soon as 

POSSIBLE. 





fv^L/WWHILE AS THE BIRDS FLEW HITHER AND 
THITHER,ONE OF THEM CHIRRUPED LOUDLY, 


TWEET » TWEETJ 
SEE WHAT PVE 
FOUND. I’VE SOT 
THE culprit! 


THE UNGRATEFUL 
WRETCH. HE HAS 
REPAID OUR KIND¬ 
NESS BV EATING 
OUR HELPLESS 
ONES. 


HE MUST BE 
PECKED TO 
DEATH. 








•4 


1 ■' 


'si 


SO THEW PECKED TO DEATH THE POOR VULTURE WHOSE ONL'^ FAULT WAS THAT 
'^^ATED as a friend one with whom he was BARELH ACQUAINTED . 




































































































